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Report: Records show Michigan companies, 
cities pollute water 
  
  
    DETROIT -- One-third of Michigan's 
largest companies and city sewer plants 
recently violated their Clean Water Act 
discharge permits -- many by polluting 
lakes, rivers and streams, according to a 
report released Thursday.  
   From Petoskey and Albion to Lansing 
and Grand Rapids, 62 of 181 industrial 
and municipal facilities that hold federal 
permits to discharge pollutants into water bodies violated those permits at 
least once between 1998 and 1999, according to the Public Interest 
Research Group in Michigan. The group said it obtained the data from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
   "There's no question in Michigan that people love the Great Lakes and 
love the water. And yet, Great Lakes and all our water ways are being 
mistreated," said Megan Owens of PIRGIM.  
   But Ken Silfven, spokesman for the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, said he questions the validity of the group's 
findings. Silfven said the state agency was not notified of the report.  
   "If they really had valid information here, you'd think they'd share it 
with us," Silfven said. "We honestly have not seen it yet."  
   Of the violations, 42 were for facilities that exceeded the allowable limit 
of pollutants discharged into water bodies, Owens said. The other 
violations were for failure to report discharge amounts to the government 
within allowed time periods.  
   Owens said the federal and state environmental agencies aren't doing 
enough to ensure that companies and government facilities follow the 
provisions of their permits. Silfven denied that as well, saying that if there 
is a significant violation, DEQ is "on top of it."  
   The report analyzed data between October 1998 and December 1999, 
Owens said.  
   Among its key findings:  
   -- 41 of the 62 violations were recorded at sewer treatment plants, 
including facilities in Detroit, Flint, Pontiac, East Lansing and Grand 
Rapids.  
   -- 41 percent of Michigan's municipal sewer facilities were in violation 
of Clean Water Act permits.  
   -- 10 Michigan sewer facilities were in significant noncompliance for all 

On the Net: 
Public Interest Research 
Group in Michigan: 
http://www.pirgim.org/  
   U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency: 
http://www.epa.gov/  
   Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality: 
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/ 
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five quarters during the study period, including Detroit, St. Clair and Bay 
City.  
   Silfven said Michigan's water quality continues to improve, in large part 
due to state enforcement of environmental laws. He said the state has 
settled 272 cases since 1991, collecting $48 million in fines and penalties.  
   Nearly 70 of the cases have been settled in the last 15 months, he said.  
   "To imply we're not out there doing the job is not true," Silfven said. "In 
fact, I think we're doing more enforcement now than ever before. And 
we'll stand by the results."  
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